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MEMPHIS DAILY AVALAKCHE,
September 285, 1887

THE COLORED SCHOOLS AGAIN.

Prof. Ssmpson Replieg To Some Strictures Upon Them,

He Oets Himaself Right in the Mixed School Controversy - The
Progress of Pupils, ,

The Avalanche makes room at oonsideradle coet of spaoe for
Prof. Sampson's reply to certain oriticisms made upon him in
its8 columns, The communication which follows ends the matter
a8 far as this paper is oonserned:

Edlitor Avalanche -~ Please allow me to notlce an article whioh
sppeared in your paper eome dsye aro olafiming %0 be written

in the interest of the oolored schools, hut in faot written

in shere vindictivemers, through malignant intent, and in

blind retsliation of some imapginary injustice in mattere of
the school and ocur board of ocommissioners, I was Just leaving
the eity 7or Chattanooga when my attention wae called to the
grtlelg. and since my return I find this my first spportunity
o reply.,

I regret that Rev, Mr., Wilkins hae allowed himeel?f to become
invelgled in a matter abut which he seems to know so little,
Belng almost a totel stranger zmong the people, one may wonder
why he should seek notoriety at a saorifice of truth and honor.
But 1t 1s& generally so that designing men choose to use the
weaker ones whom they would beguile, in order to sarry out
that from which they would themselves ehrink, I therefore
accord him the attitude he has teken in the premises, and
invoke the oonasiderate judgment of the hetter fsopla of this
sonmunity, who entertain a Just interest in all that conoerns
the ¢ity of Memphis.

Sone time in the early part of the spring Hev. Hr, Wilkins
oalled at my school, etopphkng at the outer dcor, and informed
me that he had faken the liberty to announce through the
papers that I would lead in a dliscussion at his church Friday
evening of that week, advooating mixed schools., The intentional
deslgn was, as 1t seemed then, to have me render myself obe
noxious to the oltizens of this comminity with a view of
subserving the scheming machinatiobs of those in whose hands
he hsd plaoed himself, I deolined the invitiation, and speake
ing to our teachers, remonstrated against the freedom with
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whioh my name was used in this oconneotion. For thie remon-
gtrance I have incurred the 4ispleasure of Rev, Mr, Wilkins,
who, under the pretext of looking after the intersest of our
schools, vents hia spleen aRainst me,

From the very morning that Rev, Mr, Wilkins oalled on me

in regard to the mixed sochool question I have had nn talk

with him touching his attaot upon me in the Avalanche, And
again, because I oould not find it oconvenlent %o beoome

& member of hles church lycocum, I am informed that he bitterly
gofglalned that he would use hie influence againet all such
allove,

Now, I inslst that Rev. Wilkine 18 not honrst, 18 not sincere
in the motives which he profesges, If he were, accustomed
a8 he 1s to newspaper controversy, he would show no dlspo-
sltion to abuse and misrepresent me. I have never known him
to visit the school in which I am a teacher, and he has
never, never socught from me any special information as to
our work., He shooses not to know for himself through me but
to rely upon the information of others, Hs has aveolded in
hieg article to give us oredit for what has been accomplisghed
in our schools, at the same time making me responsgible for
the entire management of the oolored schools when he well
knows that I am only in control of a single building., OGrudge
ingly he withholds from us the merest ood thing whioch we
have done, reposing himsell? in monumental ignorance, as if
ocur patrons and the public were blind to such double dealing.

But the truth or falsity of a proposition does not always
depend upon the intention of 1%ts advocats. Even the order
of oause and effeot is frequently mistaken by forming cone
verskly the spphism of oconfounding the two vhen they appear
slmultaneously or when they mutually produce each other,

We very often accept agresable falsehood to interpret the
language of others to square with our own views, and rejeot
truth according as 1t sults or doss not sult our wisheas,

In the ocomparison whioch he mekes between the white and
oolored schools it may, therasfore, he asked, 1s it faipr,
ia 1t Just? He disregards the cuese of heredity; ignores
the influences of environment; nullifies the processes of
growth and developement, and even shifts the dutiesg and
obligations belonging to the parent upon ne.

The white children are today several ocenturies in the lead
of the colered ohild, and to say nothing of their many
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home advantages and appointments they have inherited from
thelr parents mental stamina, oultivated brain foroe, have
learned to think and to study, and are required to prepare
their lessons at home, Few of the less favored race have
attained to the same degree this end., The esgsential need
im the oolored sohools is sticktoltiveness, perserverance
and gelf=-appliocation.

Certainly the native powera of the colored ghild are of a
remarkably high order, God has endowed him with attributes
of mind susceptible of the highest possible culture, dut
hie faculties are not yet braced and spurred by like ase
pirations snd powsrs, He sees no counting-roome, no Mer.
chants Exchange, nor business houses inviting him to hurpy
on, Qur youths enter socléty sconer and their minds are
diverted Prom hard study and mental lador,

The festival and the baller-om consume much valuable time
that belongs to the achool. Our entertainments and publie
anasements are more general and frequent and do much to
divert attention from books, Our parlors are not yet
supplied with splsndid 1librariss and we sre not in a true
sense of reading people, We have not yet aoquired a full
xnovwledge of the value of education. Ye are not so uniform
in our habifs of life; we are irregular in our hours for
retiring. Besides, we are poor, and when the weather 1is
inglement we do not come out sas readily as the whites.
Under these dpressing influences we find it impossible to
secure that uniform and full attendance whioh is given the
white schools, We ocannot expeet in our present startink
to equal or outstrip thoss who themslevee by gradual and
sure discipline ha- e gathered so wkll the elements of
actual growth, The conditiens of life admit of minds of
8ll dimensions, &nd people of all nations, and whatever

18 %o be supplied to ue will ocome as they have come to
other races. But does the Rev, Wilkins think to ingratiate
himself into the gsraces of the white people by commending
their schools, while he splits upon his own? Would he have
them belleve thiat the school board is not competent to know
and deteramine upon the results? Does not such conduct be-
tray the phase of & gyeophaney that is simply ludiorous?
that these characteristics of fawning so peouliart some
of our people should be thus practiocdd surreptitiousy,.
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I am asked; "Why have the colored people no high sohool? For
several years we have had vhat 1s known as the higher grades,
*he sene &8 are %taught in the colored schoole of Knoxville,
Nashville, Chattanoogs, Kencas City and other places. I have
visited the schools of thess citiee and I have ascertained
that these schools have not in goue respeots accomplished
results commansurate with cut own., Per back, as far as
thirty years ago, colored people were belng educated in the
State of Kentucky. Enoch Seales taught them in Lexington

and William Glbson taught them in Loulsville, while Beses
Collsi’e gtood with open doors to recelve them, But these
clitles have not exoreded their orportunities. Rev. Wilkins
knows that he 1s actuated from o feeling of malignity{ he
knows that he is dishonest and maliolous in his heartleszs
design to strike MHemphis and her colored teachers from the
roll of succeseful competition with other ocities. Pupile

of my own tralning are today smployed as teaochers in some

of the rirst oilties in XKentuocky, expeciadlly Louisville,

¥r, G.G, Marcug, one of our most aoceptable teachers in our
city schools, is a splendid exampie of perseverance and
determination, After complating the grammar grade he at
once entaered upon the study of the hlgher grades. He res
mained in school and acoomplished what he has, llke others
might have done,

Alexander Ferguson, Ellies Isbel and Jefferson Martin oome
pleted the gramamar grade and stoed high above the others
as soholars. Boores have done the same, as may be seen
from reports at the offioe of the board of edusation, Some
of these are engagcd in the work of teaching, not only in
Tennessee and adjoinihg states, but in almost every state
in the South, This I know from letters of correspondence,
And 1%t can be attested by white oitizene of our eity who
have had them in their s rviee, that gome nf them have shown
thenselves adapts in msking oolleontlons and keeping book
acoounts, Reoently three of our pupils, having scompleted
thie grades, enterad inetitutes abroad and ranked first in
thelr olasses.

Wilberforce, Rust and Roger Williams gave testimonials of
this faot. Two at Roger Willlama, led thelr olasses soon
after leaving us and one took the prisze of the oclags, Thers
in a oompetitive examination in our olty made the highest
per cent,, and received state scholarships granted by the
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legislature, 8till my assallant chooses to remain in sublime
ignorance of anything done by our pupils., He would overw
ghadow the falthful few of our dear pupnils with ¢ sloud of
despzlr and rob them of th-ir hard-earned honors, During

tiie pest soholastlic year %wo young ladies, Miss Abble Welr
end Hiss Luolle ¥Washington, nearly completing these high
gchcol or higher grades, being obliged to guit aschocl that
they right be & memns of help to their parents, pregented
themselves for examination to a plsee in the elty sohools,
They obtained creditable certiflioates and hive hren 6leoted
as teschers, How einlster in motive that 2 minlater of the
Cospel of Jests Christ and & etranger 1n ocur midat should
rush into publloc print tc say to the people that whieh is
gontrary to &ll truth, that the pupils of my sohool have
bean tramping rcund and round for gixteen yeare in the lower
prades. How exasperating the intent to fabricate the fzlsew
hood thet our pupils heve heen kept in one room from four to
elight yesrs, when 1t 1g.well known that we ars sontinually
Raking promotione &t every turn of the sesslion!

Fev. ¥ilkins 1lifte the mask and reveals the true intent of
his heart when he slanders me with the lmputation that I am
controlled by a dirty ring; that at the instince "of polite

ienl leeches I have prepared papers for ignorant appllcante,”

wlll he name them? Will he ghow to the publiec that he ile
prectleing no deception, but that he meane what he seys?

I demand that he name & single person for whom I have pree
pared papers. But the ilmport and neaning of Rev, Wilkin's
gotion in thlis matter culminste in the recent eleotion of
teachers. This 1s the csuse of his article, And for thie he
lends his influence %o punish me in retallation for the
mischiefl whioch others, through their own indiscretion, have
brought upon themselves, Goaded te desperadion, he Joins
in & tlrade of abusge agninst our teaohers, and brands thenm
ng empiy~headed and oconcelited fops. Why does Re ochoose to
do this? Will he snswer? Our young men ape gentlemanly and
polite to all, and do not merit the application of sueh
eplthets, And because the prénter, perchance, attaches to
one of thelr names the title, "Peofessor,® 1t shows & very
11ttle mind to bVerste them for a thing so trivial, we had
heretofore belleved Hev. Wilkina too magnanimous and Jjust
to even wrong meanest and humblest being, although we have
been told that he is insincere and indiscreet. But in his
letter he has shown an inordinate weskness to serve those
whom he woiild please at any cost,.

No falr minded person can resd with oare the artiocle of
Fev, Wilkins without discovering the glaring duplioity of
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his suppos~d ocovered attact,

Every Just and intelligent parent whose ohildren have been
attending the publie schoole, recognizes and will soknowe
ledge the benefits and blessings whioch they have afforded,
Cur schools are doing well, The work of negro edusation,
supervised by an able board, goes bravely on, and though
unacknowledged by malicious and designing men, i1t shall
win 1ts wsy to grand ends, Palsied be the hand that writes
otherwkse than in the interest of truth and justice. May
an all-geeing God stay the encroaschments of that element
of the oolored people, who live to feed their insatiable
gall, prey upon thepassions of the unsuspeoting, keep up

8 Jar in the community only to gratifying the inate self.
love and & corrupt evil nature,

Regpeatfully,

B.K. Sampaon,



