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MEMPHIS SUNDAY APPEAL

Sunday, January 7, 1872
HE NEW SCHOO

Opening of the Beautiful 8chool Bullding on Market
8treet, by the Mayor, General Councll and School Board.

Description of the Bullding.
Speeches, Etc.

The new school bullding on Market Street was formally
opened yesterday in a manner that was worthy of the
building and of the city. At the conclusion of the
meeting of th: general councll, the Mayor announced
that an invitation had been sent by the board of Education
through him, to both branches of the city legielature,
to attend the opening of the school building on Market
Street. Both hoards went over in a body, heszded hy

the Mayor and city attorney. The members of the school
hoard. were walting to recelve them and conduct them to
the exhibition room on the third floor.

Business

Immedilately on the arrival of the guests Dr. Maury,
president of the school bomrd, was moved to the chalr.
Mayor Johnson was invited to tske a seat on his right.

Dr. Maury said the oblect of the gathering was to receive
the magnificent structure which had been reared for the
noble purposes of instruction by the gkillful hands of

the architects and artificérs who had made it worthy of
thé great service 1t was to perfrrm. It was thrown open
for public ingpection to let e people and the people's
officers gce to what purpose their money had been expended,

Thomas R. Smith sald that the completion of that building
upon which indeed the citizens of Memphis might be
congratulated, was an earnrst of a bright and prosperous
future for the cause of education in Memphis. He sald
that education was better than rallroad bullding,

plowing or blacksmithing. The men who build schoolhouses
give to every boy a chance of success in the race of life.
It places in that regpect, the child of the poor on

an equal footing with the offspring of the rich. Ko
country can prosper and no liberty be preserved save
through the intelligence of the people.
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Mayor Johnson being loudly called on for a speech stood
up and sald th t speach-m=king was not exactly his
atyle, but 1f he were able to make one he would certainly
do 80 upon the occaslon of the opening nf the filrat
public school bullding worthy of the neme in the clty.
If he had any particular ambition, 1t was to see shool
bulldings erected in the city, and to see the common-
achool system flourish. Flattered as I hsave been,
continued the Mayor, by the suffrages of the pecple of
the city, I would gladly exchange the fresh honors that
have been heaped upon me for the satisfaction of belng
onage more batk in the school board. He felt proud of
having been one of the members of that board who
labored to disoonn=ct the sghool system of Memphls

from ke 8tzte, and to-day we see the result in this
bullding. In a few years I trust theres will be many
others herc of thes same charscter. For mwany years
publio instruction was not appreclated in Memphis. We
begin now to realize the fact that we have the only
public building worthy of the great objesct of educdsntion
in the South. Hes gald that while traveling through the
North the blush of shame was often brought to his cheek,
when he compared the system and means in every oity
there #with the aystem and means we hed here in Memphls.
He had just returned from s thorough inspection of the
house, ~nd he could coneclientiously pronounce it complete
in every pariiculan~-it was a2 perfect school bullding.

Mr. Bruce, who has been a school visitor 21l his 1life,
made a speech, which was greeted with cheeras.

Mr. William R. Moore was loudly called on for a speech.
He reluctantly rose and said he felt his heart deeply
stirred by emotions of pleasure at witnesaing the great
interest taken by the best oitizens in the opening of
this the first splendld schno%abullding srected in
Memphis. (Cries of "Peabody.™ "I mean," continued
Mr. Moore “the first in point of complsteness and
elegance. Every tax-payer and every cltlzen might well
be congratulated on wiaat has been done for the cause
of education by the school board during the past year.
Ednostion has been defined to the development of the
fabulties or the germs of power in man and the tralning
of them into harmonioug relations with and proper
obedisnce to the laws of reason and morality, and
embraces in a general sense the universal means by
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which Providence is quletly guiding the human race to
1ts final destiny; or, 1t inoludes the ccuntless natural
and soclal clrcumatances undsr tie direct tuition of
which 1individusls pass from the oradle to the grave. We
are met to-day to clelbrate the opening of thie eleg=nt
new bullding, erected through the public influence for
the purpose of promoting this graat cause of education.
It 1s peculliarly fit md proper that we rejoice together
upon this auspiclous event. The circumstances which
call us together are indeed encouraging. The election
through which we have Jjust passed has proved a severe
blow to the schisms snd plottings of men who sought
office only for individusl aggrandlizement. (The rest
of this paragraph torn out.)

Mr. Moore then concluded with some felleitrus remarks,
which provoked the laughter of the arowd.

Mr. Holbrook of the school hoard, gave a history of what
wag done in the way of educationsl progress for sme
years past.

The meesting then adjcurned to a side~-hoard, which was
fixed up in the room, and enjoyed sandwiches, champagne
and cigars, and more speeghes.

Pregsent

Among the gentlemsen present our lesrned raported noticed
the Mayor, Sheriff Wright, Mr. Keating of the Avpeal, Dr.
Mgury of the school board, General Robartson of Virginias,
Mr. Kortrecht, My, M. Gavin, Mr. Slaughter, superintendent
of public schools, Mr. McManus, Mr. 8Sweeney, ex~Aldermen
Moffet, Mpr., Steffey, Mr. Barbour, Mr. J. M. Cagnon,

Mr. Holbrook, Dr. Mitchell, Mr. Johnson of the school
board, Dr. Taylor, Mr. Wiggins, Mr. Manaford, Mr. Pettigrew
Mr. Dent, Dr. Fenner, Mr. Mackall, ¥Mr. Twohig, Kr. Randall,
Mr. Foley, Mr. Heath, the architects--Messrs Baldwin &
Joneg--Mr. Woodruff, Mr. Parker, Mr. Jno. Walsh, N¥r.
Goodman, Judge W. R. Smith, Dr. Thornton, Mr. Fred Brennan,
Dr. 8Smelzar, Mr.John Hollywood snd others whoge names
egonped the memory of the reporter.
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Full Justice was done to the lunch, and then the
visitors spread themselves over h#é building and
expressed themselves well pleased with what they
gsaw. We reserve a full dsscription of it for
Monday's Appeal.



